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The 57-Inch Gallery Wall Math Worksheet
The Museum Standard Formula for Hanging Artwork and Family Photos Perfectly

1. The Universal Hanging Formula

Hook Height From Floor = 57 inches + (Total Frame Height ÷ 2) - Wire/Drop Offset

Calculation Step Example (24-inch frame) Your Frame Measurements

Step 1: Standard Museum Center Line 57 inches 57 inches (constant)

Step 2: Total Frame Height 24 inches [                 ] inches

Step 3: Calculate Half-Height (Height ÷ 2) 12 inches [                 ] inches

Step 4: Pull hanging wire taut & measure drop
to top edge

2.5 inches drop [                 ] inches

Step 5: Final Nail Height (57 + Half - Drop) 57 + 12 - 2.5 = 66.5 inches 57 + [   ] - [   ] = [     ] in

2. Proximity Rules for Furniture & Clustered Walls

Installation Type Key Clearance Standard Curatorial Rationale

Art Above Sofa / Couch 6 to 8 inches above back of sofa Prevents the piece from 'floating' unanchored from the
furniture mass.

Art Above Fireplace Mantel 4 to 6 inches above mantel shelf Maintains proportional unity between hearth and wall
focus.

Multi-Frame Gallery Grid 2 to 3 inches between each frame Treat the entire cluster as one single block; center the
collective midpoint at 57 in.

Stairwell Gallery Wall 57 inches above every 3rd tread Creates an organic diagonal sightline parallel to stair
rake.
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